Last Days in India
deal, energetic British soldier with his reserved and some-
what aloof exterior had been indeed the father of his people.
No one could ever take his place.
The cordial and efficient support afforded by the Hon. Major-General
Wellesley to the Government of Mysore, on all occasions even during
his absence [wrote Major Wilks to the Governor of Madras], has not
only prevented inconvenience, but has perhaps been essential to the
prosperity of the country. I am far from intending an unbecoming
compliment to that officer, at the e;xpense of others, in stating a doubt,
whether the same extent of support may be always afforded by his succes-
sors y because the actual duties of that command can never be made to
prescribe the parental description of care with which the Hon. Major-
General "Wellesley has guarded the authority of the Government of
Mysore.1
We pray to God to grant you health and a safe and pleasant voyage
to Europe [said the inhabitants of Seringapatam when he had finally to
leave them], but we earnestly hope, and look with anxiety, for the period
of your speedy return to this country, once more to extend and uphold
that protection over us, which your extensive local knowledge of our
customs and manners is so capable of affording.2
But they were to look for his return in vain, for his work
in India was done.
At Madras the sadness of parting was broken by the meet-
ing with an old friend, Sir John Cradock,* who had just
arrived from England to succeed General Stuart as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Madras army. Arthur had been
much looking forward to this meeting.
The length of time which has elapsed since I have seen you [he wrote
Sir John, from Seringapatam], has by no means abated the warmth of
the affection which I have always felt for you, and you will easily believe
the pleasure with which I have perused the expression of similar senti-
ments on your part. . . .
I shall go to Madras with every disposition to be of service to you.
1 Dispatches, VoL 77, p. 484.           a Ibid-, pp. 6oj, 608.
* Cradock, Lieut.~General Sir John Francis, 1762-1839. Afterwards
Lord Howden, Succeeded Lieut-General Stuart as Commander-in-
Chief of Madras army. The Vellore Mutiny of 1806 broke out
during his command. Changed his name to Caradoc in 1820.